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Pondicherry heritagdestival 201 ¢ A Brief Report
Concept ofPondicherryHeritage Festival

Popular destinations across the world suchNasv York, Berlin, Paris andSydney continudo
attract a wide audience from all spheres of life and arenglting pot for crossultural
exchangesPondicherryalso has this element of bringing together a diverse population of
tourists and travellers looking for something to coax them into a new, exciting, passionate
and yet peaceful lifestyle and environmenthere is an unseen touch in hd®ondicherry
invites people of all cultures and yet retains its own, which expands beyond the exotic charm
of its beautiful architectural heritage and sandy beaches.

Magical yet ordinary to the casual eye, the city harbcudeeper meaning and connection

to the intangible realms of beauty, wisdom, tranquillity and harmony. This has led
Pondicherry tobecome a universal platform for positive inner change and has inspired an
inclusive, collective and inspiring evolution towara future, long foreseen by the sages of
yore. The marriage of spirituality and material research is a tradematRooflicherryQ a
excellence and unigueness.

OnNovember 29", 2014, the collapse of thiglairie building Town hall) ofPondicherrywhich
was built in 1870 to accommodate the offices for the mayorPondicherry,led to the
realization that the need to conserve and celebrate the heritageasfdicherry ismmense.
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(PPHand conceived the idea of tHéondicherry heritagéestival, first of which was held in

2015and became an annual event. TRendicherry heritagéestival is being organised by

People forPondichernyQ & K SR, 4NTACHPortdicherryand PondyCAN

The main objectives for thie 2 Y R A OtietdgdfBsval are:

A)to create and strengthen this distinct identity of belonging and bélngdicherrian for all
its residents

B)to show its unique character in all its variety to visitofsoncome from albver the country
FYR GKS g2NIR iiBYAQAORSHNNEEKS ARSI 2F a

C)to create a platform for experts, historians and old residents to meetdiscuss what is
special about 2 Y RA O K ShiiNie Qan presgriRe our town.

The charm ad beauty of pondicherry presents a unique challenge to the government and
civil society organizations interested in protecting and restoring its built heritage. unlike the
monuments and national parks under the purview of the archaeological survegiaf the
architectural heritage of pondicherry is a melange of private and government buildings.
Pondicherry has two distinct parts namely, the French and Tamil quarter&rérehquarter

has structures built in the European classical style wherea®timosamil quarteare built in

the vernacular style of TamNadu. the two construction methods havefluenced one
another resulting in a harmonious blend of the both styles in many buildings.
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custodians. it is our responsibility to preserve the essence of this built heritage for the future
generations. it is with this wide vision that the pondicherry heritage festival sought to explore

0§KS @I NR 2dza 7T lcudBe] spirit@afheritageScoririBusiofi<xé the world of art,

literature, folk and classical music and dance, traditional and contemporary crafts and the

work done by many organizations, institutions and individuals towards understanding and
preservinghe heritage of the town.

Evolution of PondichernHeritage Festival:

Now in its fifth year, the pondicherry heritage festival continues to celebrate the singular
character of this extraordinary town and its environs. in the first year, 2015, attention was

RN} gy G2 LR2YRAOKSNNE Q& 2 dzi alihéritageantitanghi® KA G S C
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explored its heritage through the written word, visual arts and performing arts. In 2017,
besides celebrating architectural, intangilaled natural heritage, the festival focused on one
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streetscapes of Pondicherry and expanded to explore another ancient heritage of
Pondicherry, at Madagadipedu, Thirubfanai and Thiruvandar Kovil. The festival expanded

in this year with several local organisations and individuals actively involved & organising
events, under the pondicherry heritage festival banner. this overwhelming response made

the heritage festival agjn a three weeks event from 22kanuary to 1¥ February 2018.

GComing together to celebratePondicherryQa NA OK 3 RAOSNHES KSN.

The success of tHeondicherryheritage festival is due to the active participation of ou
festival partners and newarticipants.

Events of this year

1. Studentcompetition:Arts activities for school childresreative expression for heritage
preservation

2. Academic competitionPondicherryheritage quiz.

3. ExcursionVillage tour Discoveingthe heritage oBahour.

4. Photographyexhibition:A walk throughPondichernQa & G NB S G a Ol LIS a

5. Photography exhibition openingsroves ofMA @  "HN NJ Kk f S& 02 aljdzSta 3
6. Dance: Navarasa by Unmukta Sinha

7.al RS Ay t2yR&é ! ONFFG . FTFyknowSlegsy 2F y I

hand crafted products by local artisans and creative entrepreneurs frorRdmelicherry
region



8. Art exhibition Interpreting heritage by 1®ondicherryartists.

9. Dance Nrityasangeet depicting the spiritual poetic heritage of India.
10. Wetlands tour ExploringOussudu lak on World Wetlands day
11.Food trail: Celebrating thecal cuisine oPondicherry

12.Photo exhibition Wetlands and climate change

13.0pen house Ecole ANJ Y cel Exiiéfhe-GRedt, A tour to the impressive colonial
building

14. Dance Bharatanatyam Performance by Nandhini & her students at Band stand
15. Dance Nrityanjali, an Odissi dance recital bfineeshRaghavan

16. Dance/storytelling Anita Rathnam: ma3ka

17.Book launch beyond the boulevards: a short biographyasfdicherryby Aditi Siram

18. Discussion: Eminent scholars inside and outBidedicherrydiscussed on cities and
heritage.

19.Music Carnatic students sang abauatural heritage in different languages.

20.Open houseLycee francaide Pondichéy.

21.0penhouse 9 O2 f S T NEMr§hwebreit S R Q

22.Communityevent: Reclaiming the streets for children.

23. ExcursionStorytelling, arts activities, fishing, community waelkkanaganeri lake

24. Music/storytelling ShivarMullankandy Pamban

25./ 2 f 2 dzNJbeagtyeReht®od School children
¢KS SYLXKI&AA T2N (Fodd@he®ySd NI FWERAIR OF If ( dzMIat 2K/
the coast, and wetlandsThe natural heritage is as much at risk as built heritage, and often
gets overlookedHence thisyear the focus was on coasts and wetlands througiotp

exhibitions, storytelling, excursions, art activities and community estentreate awareness
about the deteriorating natural heritage &ondicherry



Art activities for school children

This yearPondicherryHeritageFestivalhosted various programs for the school children to
ignite the young minds about their heritage anthke them participate and celebrate the
heritage of their town. The program also made them understand the importahberitage
and the need to preserve therRainting, sketching, collage, letter and poem writing, power
point, photography, solo and group dance competitiamsre conducted under the theme
cultural heritage ofPondicherry The program was hosted by Bfannan and his team with
the support of INTACHPondicherry and Department of tourism,Pondicherry The
Government of Puducherry School of Educatdapartment had accorded permission to
conductthe progransand a circular to this effect was sentriearly500 schools by India Post
and email.Invitations were sent to all Government, Govt. aided schools and private schools
of Pondicherry Urban and Rural areas and to Cuddalore and Tindivarterentire program
was made into 2 days

The first day events wereeld at the Art and Craft Village, a project of Tourism Department
Govt of Puducherry. Below are the events that were conducted as a part of the festival.

1.Painting Competition
2. Sketching Competition
. Collage
. Letter Writing

. Poem Writing
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6. Powepoint competition
7. Debate

8. Solo dance

9. Group dance

10. Photography competition

The topic for all competitions was heritage (Cultural / Spiritual / Natural) and History of
Pondicherry

1 Junior level entry was VI grade to VIl Grade
1 Senior Level entry &s IX grade to Xl Grade

The schools had mailed the organizing team and there were 1100 participants on the first
day



Competition Number of participants
Painting 300
Sketching 250
Collage 40 teams (2 each)
Letter writingg Tamil and 30
English
Poem Writing 40
Powerpoint 50
Photography 100
Solo dance 40
Group dance 25 teams (10 each)

It was a huge logistical nightmare but thanks to volunteers from INTACH Pondichleery

office staff, architects, Interns and college students frislahatma Gandhi Medical College

and PHF members were in large numbers to take caregi$tration Event coordination Food
andSecurity¢ KS 3I2FSNYYSyd F3SyOaASa tA1S t2ftA0S 2 dz
ready and a fulfledged ambulance wassa ready at the site. The Tourism Department staff

were very helpful, and the Director of Tourism attended the program and gave his speech to

the studentsFood was arranged for all 1100 students and to all accompanying teachers also.

The program commenceat 8 00am and ended by 4 00 pm

Venue of the Program: Art and Crafts village, Muruganpakkam



Writing competition in progress



Sketching competition



Students trying their hand in pottery wheel
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Prizedistribution for the winners



Pondicherry Heritag&uiz

On the 23¢9 of January an heritage quizwas organised by Dr. Kaan andPondicherry
Heritage festival organisers. Heritage Quiz was hatd Alliance Francaise Campus,
Pondicherry with the support of Education Departmen®ondicherry The Education
Department,Pondicherryhad requested all the schools Bbndicherryarea to take part in

the program.There were about 48 schools with 500 children taking part which included
Government private <hools. There were also schools from Cuddal&endicherryand
Panruti Heritage festival team coordinated the registration details. Karthik the Quiz
master fromPondicherryand Ms Surya, an architect from Chencanducted the quiz for all

the students in both levelsJunior and Senior Levels. Then the Quiz was held in both levels as
finals and the winning and runner up teams of both levels were felicitated by the Alliance
Francaise officialand Dr.Dinkar Palande an internationally recagised pioneer in hand
surgery The program was coordinated by Monsieur Saikat and Madame Marie Joelle of
Alliance Francaisand INTACHPondicherry
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Students and teachers during break at Alliance Fraisca



Prize distribution for the winners

Prize winners with certificates and medals



Village tour DiscoverBahour

The town ofBahourhas played an important role in both the cultural and natural history of
Pondicherry It is home to thethola-period Mulanathaswami temple as well &hourlake,
2yS 2F NBIA2Y QA -bodies énd A Sidrifichidi hapitat fowrmigrafoNJbirds
Totally, 25peoplemade tothe tour. The event was organised by PondiCAlex, lead the
tour and explained the participantboutthe heritage of Bahour. Thealk commenced with

the visit to Moolanathaswamy temple, where he spoke about the history, significance of the
placement of the statues, inscriptions and others. Then the participants were taken to the
Bahourake, where they had the opportunity to viewdmatural heritage oPondicherry The

trip was concluded with the visit to the Bangari and Singari water tank.




Photography exhibition: A walk througPondicherryQad a i NS S G a Ol LIS&a o

PondicherryK SNA G 3S FSadA@dlrf K2aGSR | Pandictigkrg
exhibition. The aim was to capture the heritageRaindicherrythrough the lens of the locals
and make them actively participate in conserving the heritagPaidicherry Many young
and amateur residents enthusiastically participated in timenpetition Art work created by
school children on the art activities evemere also displayed in the exhibitiohhe exhibition
was held at the Ashram Exhibition Hall in the beach road for a period of Sfriay<28"
January to 1 February Theeventwas hosted byMs. Kakoli BanerjiPondicherryheritage
festival teamand INTACIRondicherry

A young group of spectators at the Photography exhibition
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DanceNavarasa

An odissi dance recital based on the nine aesthetic flavours or emotiomgliah artwas

performed byMs. Unmukta SinhaA rasa when translated A 0 SN} t £ @ YSF ya aadzi
GFraagsSé¢o 1 OO2NRAY3I G2 GKS ylLdeéel aKIFAGNFXzI SyiasSs
but not the primary goal. The primary goal is to transport the individual in the audience into
another parallel reality, futhf wonder and bliss, where he experiences the essence of his own
consciousness, and reflects on spiritual and moral questidhe event was held at Alliance

Francaie on January 31

Unmukta Sinha performing for the Pondicherry Heritage Festival



Photography exhibition Groves ofAiya'th NJ k  f S & @GN BeSd &

In sacred groves at the edges of settlemeRiganar, the local goddeploys his army of cows,

horses, and elephants of terracotta. They stand in wait, ready for him to mounhasdé

may chase away maleficent forces that threaten to disturb the serenity of sleeping villagers

after dark.The exhibition featured the photographs of Jar2 dzA & / | NRAYy Qa LIK2 (2
[ Sa o02aljdzSta al ONBa RQ ! A @auguratdkby BeNexddlercy, 2 F | A
Kiran Bedi, the Lieutenant Governor Bbndicherry This photographic exhibitioreflected

the fragile and eerie beauty of such shrines, ancient and modern, that are spread across the
length and breadth of th&amilspeaking soth. The exhibition was held at Ecdfeancaise

R Q9 E dQxiantyfrBm 3t January to 28 February.

Lieutenant Governor Kiran Bedi inaugurating the event at EFEO



Locally made productsMade inPondy

The region ofPondicherryhas a long history of creativity and entrepreneurship, with
international trade dating back to the beginning of the Common Era.Pdmelicherryarea

also has a rich heritage of local manufacturing. The Periplus of the Erthraen Sea, a Roman
merchant guide wtten in the 1st century AD, references a marketplace right outside of
modernday Pondicherry In 1937 Roman pottery was found there and later excavations
confirmed that the local inhabitants traded with Rome throughout the 1st century.

The Chola rulerprided themselves in their cotton, and silk manufacturing and textile guilds

in south India exported high quality clothing materials that Roman women particularly
enjoyed. Along with textiles, theondicherryarea exported spices, jewels, and metal works.

By the end of the 9th century, the Chola dynasty had established itself as a trading
powerhouse, sendinjamilmerchants up the east coast of India and into Southeast Asia and

China. The international trade continued until the 13th century. In 1674tleechEast India

Company set up its first trading center Rondicherry Over the subsequent period of
colonisation, Pondicherrysent goods to severdturopeanO2 dzy G NA Sa® ¢ KS NXB 3/
history of manufacturing alloweBondicherryto continue to impresgoreign countries with

the quality of their diverse products.

The heritage of creativity and entrepreneurship continues to this daach year at the
Pondicherryheritage festival, made in Pondy brings a collection of the finest products in the
region, nade and design by our brightest local talefhe products were at sale in tikafts
bazaar Gandhi Thiddrom 15t February to % February.

Made in Pondy teanof the Pondicherry Heritage Festival



:::.“;-uuu "
[ sspassse dhasns

Aeshinbaiiasmeb ity
oy i lasbaerbord

J

Locally made products at sale



Interpreting heritagethrough art

This exhibition of works biondicherryartists featured local streetscapes and captut¢he

essence of the town as well as vignettes of its special heritage. Artists indheleggoumale,

CandappanGopal Jayaraman Gayatri, SlambarasanShanmugam VaasudevanSaravanan

P, Sr. VengadesiRadjaPerumal,SugumaaranK.K SegarJiroumalai,Seedar,SM.C Rajesh,
Manimaran, andgaravanarP. The exhibition was held at Maison Colambani fréhirébruary
to 10" February.

Paintings exhibited at Maison Colambani

Visitors looking at the exhibited paintings



DanceNrityasangeet

Poojarini Chowdhury a dancer, choreographer and singer, of Redfeet dance studio
Pondicherry presented a Nrity&angeet Recital for theondicherryHeritage festival 2019

GAGE SR a5FyOAYy3d 5S@20A2yeésx gAUK RIFEYOSNA TFTNR°
others. She danced with them and also sang while dancing, wonderfully refreshing renditions

of wellFknowntraditional songs of devotion through the ages.

Set in the courtyard of the Lycee Francais, with the back drop of the beautiful tree, this
program took the audience on a journey in time through the Spiritual poetic Heritage of India
from the 7th century ill our times.

Starting with a sloka in Sanskrit followed by songs and poems written by Annamacharya, Amir
KhusrooNamdev, Meera bai Rabindranath Tagore and Boloram Jana, in seven different
languages from four corners of the country. Poojarini led tingisg as she danced, with a
guitar and tabla accompaniment. This unique and fluid performance with the lilting melodies
in the multiple languages were further enhanced by Brenchcircus artist who danced with

a crystal ball.

Artists performing atLycee Francais



A large audience at Lycee Francais



Wetlands tour World wetlands day Oussudu lake adventure

On the World Wetlands day, a wetlands tour was organised as a part oPdmelicherry

Heritage festival. Oussudu[ {1 S A& GKS NBBddidgsyaddia dedigNde8 a i 4|
protected (as opposed to actually protected) habitat for migratory biRiphael Mathavet,

Head of the Department of Ecology at theenchinstitute ofPondicherryconducted the tour.

The centuryold lake, which attracts about 20,000 migratory birds every ygaround 12
kilometresfrom Puducherry and has been designated one of the most important wetlands in

Asia by the International Union for Conservation of Nature. An enthusiastic groupats loc

and school children actively participatedtire tour.

School studentgxploring the lake



Participantsseeingthe migratory birds withscientist Raphael Mathavet



World Wetlands and Climate Change

Our wetlands are a crucial defence against many of the ravages of climate chdmg@hoto
competition was hosted by Raphael Mathayveiead of the Department of Ecology at tBP
create awareness among the residents about their natural heritage. Thieipants captured

the unique importance and beauty of the imperilled ecosystem. The selected entries were
displayed on thd-renchinstitute of Pondicherry(IFP) beackidefagade.The Chief Secretary

of Pondicherrygave away the prizes to the winners.

Scientist Raphael Mathavetvith the winner

Chief Secretary Asvani Kumar with the winners and the PHF team



Open houss

EcoleMNJ y celBitrang-Oriei® and Lycedvancaisde Pondicherrnyopened its doors on™
February and 9 February respectively in the occasion of fRendicherryHeritage festival.
These open houses gave the opportunity to the residents and travell@&srtdicherryto visit
some of the most beautiful heritage buildings which are normally not open to thégub

902t S CNJI yoelOhettS RQIEGNEYS

In 1955 Jean Filliozat, the eminent Indianist who would later serve as the DirectorEfE@
for twenty years, with the encouragement of the Prime Minister of India Jawahdehafu.
The EFEO has housed its awiiections and has provided facilities for IndsaolarsToday
the Centre provides a setting for the Library of Indology (about 11 000 téle$houses a
collection of maps and drawings, as well as manuscript texts on palm lieesaaskritTamil
and Manipravalam. In 2005, "The Shivaite Manuscript®afdicherry"(EFEQFP) were
entered in the UNESCO "World Memory" register at the josouest of EFEO, IFP and the
National Mission for Manuscripts of the Indian Government.
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Open house at Eco@ NI y O A & -Criént 9 EG NB Y S



Lycee Francais

Established under the terms of the Treaty of CessidfrefchTerritories in India, the

Frenchinstitute ofPondicherrywas inaugurated on 21 March 1955 under the name "Ingitut

Francais dndologie”. It wagngaged, under the leadership of its first director (JEdlDzat),

in the study of Indian civilization and culture, and more particularly in the histodythe

religions of South IndiaThe 1960s, a department of ecology was created to collect
information on the conditions and evolution of the environment in South India (vegetation,
a2Aafaz OfAYF(GS OKIy3aSas SGO0®0 gAGK AdGa F2O0d
hotspots for biodiversity.

Open house at Lycee Francais



Dance Bharatanatyam

On 29 February, &8harathanatyam dance was performed by guru Nandini and her disciples.
The event was organised Pypndicherryindia China friendship association. The event was
held at the Band Stand, opposite to Gandhi Thatel was supported by the Department of
Tourism and INTACGPbndicherry

Children performing Bharathanatyam at the Band Stand.
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Certificates and prizes were distributed to the dancers



DanceNrityanjali

The Performing Arts Club of Mahatma Gandhi MediGillege & Research Institute, a
constituent college of Sri Balaji Vidyapeeth in association wRbndicherry Heritage
Festival organized Nrityanjali, an Odissi Dance performance by Mr Aneesh Raghavan at
SBV on 4th February 2018neesh Raghavan, a disciple of renowned Odissi exponent Smt. Sangeeta
Dash haperformed at several prestigious venues in our country and abroad. He is a Graded Artiste
of Doordarshan. He had the honour of performing the before former President of, Indiaranab
Mukherjee An alumnus of Sri Aurobindo International Cerdfé=ducation, his multilingual education

has led him to complete hi¢ | & G v@tNdcellence in Sanskrit. He has been awarded the prestigious
South Zone Cultural Centiie, 2 dzi K ¢ £ Sy d ! g NRé F2NJ G4KS &SI N H
Debangana School dbdissi. Felicitating the performance, Prof. Subhash Chandra Parija, Vice
Chancellor, SBV, lauded the efforts of the Performing Arts Cldabatma Gandhi Medical College

& Research Institute for organizing such events whidhsurely promote the heritage, culture of
different states of our country in the minds of the students which in turn will be a stress buster in the
midst of busy student life.

ELUELE (201 11 L TRV PN
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Artist AneeshRagavan performing at the festival



Dance/storytelling by DrAnita Ratnam

Dr. Anita Ratnam preseatlhercomplex and mutR A YSy & A 2 yKHHENE Oy Sy | Yy R &l
g2 NR LJA S OS xa Tudsdaymight @ the sergne courtyard of Gratitude, a restored

French era building, as a part dfondicherrnyHeritage FestivalJsing Vedic hymns, singing,

silence, drumming, contemporary mythology, amd distinctive movement
vocabularyMa3Kais the peformative expression dhe Hindu goddesses Saraswati,

Lakshmi, and MeenakshiEach of these divine matriarchs representing knowledge,

prosperity, and martial artt is refracted through the prism of Dl Gy I YQ& LIS NA 2
narratives.The event wakeld & Gratitude Heritage Guest House February 8.
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Book Launch Beyond the Boulevards: a short biography Bondicherryby Aditi Sriram

Pondicherryhas been arranging and rearranging itself ever since it was pétanqued onto a
patch of South Indian land where different bouleartists, journalists, scholars, language
learners, DJs, tourists, students, labourers, shop owners, ashranktesck against each

2 (1 KS N{L 2 {&éh@ poules confront each other, some keep their distance, others roll
purposefully in different direction8eyond the Boulevards was written by Aditi Sri Ram who
teaches writing at Ashoka UniversfyK S 02 YLJ SG SR K& MIitivigd frani tBeN.IQ &
New School in New York City in 2013. Although she did not growRgnuticherry her father

and his sevemiblingsdid; hergrandparentsstill own a house ifPondicherryand her great
grandparentsreceived Nehru in their home in 19%%hen Pondicherrytransitioned from a
Frenchcolony to an Indian town. This is her first book. The book comprises of residents
sharing their stories with the authotlhere is the butcher who spent fourteen years in jail; a
twenty-one-year-old waiting to jon her boyfriend in New York; a Tibetan woman raised in
Delhi who runs a popular Latin American dance studio; a English literature professor who is
compiling a multi volume encyclopedia about his city. All of them converge on the beach
promenade of sunsetvatching, breezeseeking pedestrians. This cityde ritual tells its own
story of how people come together: the contrast of colours, languages, religions and family
legaciesThe event was held at Palais de Mahe 8hF&bruary and was organised by Dilip
Kapur, Founder and President of Hidesign BoddicherryHeritage Festival.

I
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Hidesign ownemMr. Dilip Kapurlaunching the book at Palais de Mahe



Round table discussion on cities

The roundtable on citiewashosted at theFrenchinstitute of Pondicherry(IFP) as part of the
PondicherryHeritage Festival 20Mhichbrought together five authorg Anu Majumdar and
Akash Kapur, writers from Auroville, who have authored books on Universal township, Nirmal
Lakéiman, Director of The Hindu Group of Publications aathor of Degree Coffee by the
Yard, Aditi Sri Ram, author of Beyond the Boulevards and P. Raja, histaitian.

The authors discussed challenges in their respective journeys towasetsvering thesoul of

their cities in their books. Frederic Landy, Directof~eénchinstitute of Pondicherryand
Sunaina Mandeen, edounder of PondyBN and organiser of the festival, also participated

in the discussion.

Mr. Kapurdiscussed the philosophical content of the City of Dawn and the complex concept
behind the founding of Auroville and growing up there. WiMls. Sri Ram pointed out the
different perceptions of the city life and amid the dramatic changes in the landscapestill

felt that one had a handle on thing®lr. Raja recounted that the inspiration to write the
Concise History ¢tondicherrcame as much from his school teacher who always emphasized
the importance of a grasp of local history that largely shapedbrspective. Ms. Lakshman
described how she developed newer insights into what the city really was and how it differed
from the assumptions ingrained while growing up. M4ajumdar, who moderated the
discussion, noted that what distinguished the worKsparticipant authors was that the
narrative was not removed from the realities of other people.

Discussion of all the authors on cities the terrace of IFP



Music- Songs of Nature

Carnaticmusic students presented folk songs on nature in several languages. The renditions
were in Tamil Malayalam, Telegu, Gujarati, Bengali, Kashmiri and Rajasthani with the
accompaniment of Arumukhanata six faced percussion designed by S.Gopakumar, assistant
professor of Bharathiar Palkalaikoodam. The event was held at INPAG#cherryon 8"
February.
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Local food ThePondicherryCulinary Trail

An exclusive food walk was conductiedm Feb7- Feb8. The food walk explockethe local
cuisine ofPondicherryrangingfrom local road side shops to restaurants to coffee shops to
ice creambars The tour was designed and guided by Edwin of EatyaNHile the tour

was free, participants paid for their fooBoth the days, the trail was a hit and people kept
asking for more such walks.

Participants dining at one of the restaurants in the culinary trail



Participants relishing at the famousiutton soup stall near Railway station

PONDICHERRY
HERITAGE
CUISINE TRAIL

What not to Miss: Egg
Dosa and their salnas
Trivia: Typical road side food

PARIS RESTAURANT

Vietnamese)
What not to Miss: Their soups and
chaiyo.

Trivia : Authentic Vietnamese and
French cuisine

What not to Miss: Mutton samosas o BILAL
and Nalli soup What not to Miss: Biriyani

Trivia : Not to miss only openin the  and Idyappam Paaya

evening 6.30-9.30 Trivia : Must try place. Opened On all -
days from 11am to 10pm except on 4 GUIded_
KAMARKATTU - NANARI government holidays. CU[,nary Trail
SHARBAT (M.G.ROAD)

7" &8", Feb | 6pm-8pm
What not to Miss: Kamarkat & Lassi Y MURUGAN CAFE

Trivia : Kamarkats are made Fresh What not to Miss: Idly & Sambar

everyday! " J- i
i Q onanacaxmiice-cream  Qmoian corsee House Led by | EAL Gy
OARISTO What not to Miss: Pista Icecream, What not to Miss: Bombay toast, PO N DY
What not to Miss: Birfyani, their badam and rose milk omelette and coffee sonm oo nstagram ()
gravys and falooda Trivia : Available only in the evenings  Trivia : Must try place. Opened on all
Trivia: Itis closed on Fridays. from 6 to 8 based on the availability.  days from 7am to 10pm (') 984333 1 098 | 7708 1 96235

Heritage cuisine trail map



Reclaiming the streets for childrenStreet Play

On February 10, one of the streets in the historic area was pedestrianised from &a AWl

for the children to playThe street play event was meant to revive the manner of experiencing
public spaces the way it was meant to be as we transforEmgdaran Koil Stre@t the historic

town to be free of motorised traffic and clean for children to play. Historically, as tell,
streets in the Boulevard town was a place for social activity where people gathered, built
relationships or shared thoughts about their world while children played in the streets
without any safety concerns. Unfortunately, the streets have been losetocles. Children
today need the chance to be outside, active, making frieamdsbeing part of the community

just as much as the previous generation did. HdPordicherryHeritage Festival brought this
back to promote greater sense of community, overappiness and reclaim more friendly
streets for childrenLike any other open streets in the world, it was a free ev@obr to door
campaign was done in and around Eswaran Koil Street to create awareness about the need
for the children to be outside.

Residents and children in the Boulevard town actively participated in the event and made it a
huge successThe event was conceptualised and hosted by Ananthi Velmurugan,
Conservation Architect and Research Scholar at INTACH Heritage Academy éanrgdyas
supported by INTACPondicherryMrs. Radha of Pondicherry Heritage Festival team taught
the traditional games for the children.

Children learning to play Kabbadi from Mrs. Radb&the PHF team



A grouppicture after the successful event

St
-
‘
AN

7,

\

éz .
s

Wy

QLA




Happy faces in the event



